Sample Invitation Letter to Parishioners

Date

Name

Address

City, State ZIP

Dear Name,

Our parish will participate in a special collection to support the archdiocesan Priests’ Retirement Fund at Masses the weekend of September 26 and 27. Your generous response to this collection, With Thanks for Their Service in Christ, would be a wonderful sign of our gratitude for those faithful priests who have served the Lord so faithfully while nourishing our Catholic life of faith.

Retired priests in the Archdiocese of Detroit receive a monthly pension benefit of $1,500 as well as health and automobile insurance from the Priests’ Retirement Fund. However, like pension funds in many companies and organizations today, our priests’ pension program is severely underfunded. Due to the rising number of retired priests and the skyrocketing cost of health care, it is estimated that the projected cost of caring for the needs of our retired priests exceeds the fund’s current asset value by approximately $24.9 million.

The With Thanks for Their Service in Christ special collection will allow each of us to show our support for those priests who have cared for and ministered to us throughout the years. I ask you to review the enclosed brochure and prayerfully consider making a gift to the Priests’ Retirement Fund.

Please complete the enclosed envelope and return it at Mass during the weekend of September 26 and 27 or bring it by the parish office. Thank you for your continued support and prayer for our retired priests.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Pastor’s Name

Enclosures
